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the first three intermarry but the others are endogamous. Each
sub-caste has, however, its own panchayat.1 In Moradabad city
there is a joint panchayat of the Chamars and Muchis though
the latter will not intermarry with the former. The Muchis are,
probably, an occupational offshoot of the Chamars.2 This
is an interesting though somewhat unusual instance of two
endogamous groups having a common panchayat. Again,
inter-marriages between the Arakhs and Pasis have occurred in
Fatehpur district but the two castes do not have a common
panchayat?

Constitution of Governing Body

Literally the word panchayat means an assembly of five
but in no case does it consist of exactly five men. Generally a
panchayat is an assembly of all the adult male members of the
brotherhood, everyone present having the right to speak and
vote. Occasionally it is a council consisting of heads of families
who hold office by hereditary right. In the majority of cases,
however, there is a committee or council of elders that guides
the deliberations of the main body. This often consists of five
members. Some castes like Kanjars have enfranchised their
women who are eligible for the highest office, viz. headwoman.

The majority of the depressed caste panchayats are of a
permanent nature, for they have a permanent executive. In
some cases there is only a headman; in others the headman is
assisted by other officers also whose duties vary from that of
vice-headman to that of messenger. These offices are mostly
hereditary though in some cases these are elective for life or
even a shorter period. In the last mentioned case the same
person tends to be elected again and again so long as he is
alive so that in effect it is election for life. These permanent
officials are members of the council of elders referred to above.
They are the guardians of the unwritten laws of the caste. Con-
vening of panchayat, bringing to its notice offences connected
with breaches of caste rules, and executing its decrees are some
of the duties that devolve upon them.

1  Pabna District Gazetteer, pp. 32-3.

2  U.P. Census Report, 1931, Part I, p. 457,

3  Ibid., p. 693,